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Mark Knapman

Business Unit Sales Director 

Mark.Knapman@Kelvion.com

Kelvion

Welcome to Kelvion
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Site HSE

• No planned fire alarm test

• For the Laboratory tour the 
following items are required

• Safety Shoes

• Hi-vis vest

• Eye protection

• Ear protection may be required if 
the refrigeration pack is operating
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OUR HISTORY

1922: Happel’s closed-circuit cooling system 

with elliptical finned tubes
Just two years after setting up his small business he 

had achieved that objective, and Happel’s closed-

circuit cooling system differed from those of his 

European and overseas competitors in only one – but 

one very important – aspect. 

1925: Renaming to GEA 

Luftkühler-

gesellschaft mbH. 
On 15 February 1925, 

Happel renamed his 

company “GEA 

Luftkühlergesell-schaft 

mbH”. 

1920

19221920: Foundation of GEA in 
Bochum by Otto Happel sen. 

(Born 1882). 

GEA, abbreviated from the original German 

name of the company “Gesellschaft für 

Entstaubungs-Anlagen mbH”, was the work of a 

man who was an entrepreneur with heart and 

soul, a man gifted with an exceptional technical 

insight and filled with the desire for pioneering 

technical innovations. 

1925
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OUR HISTORY

1935: The Air Cooled 

Condenser – a Technical 

Milestone.
In co-operation with the 

engineer Dr. Kurt Lang, Otto 

Happel began developing air-

cooled condensers for 

stationary steam turbines. 

1935

1948: Otto Happel sen. passed away. 
His death left a great gap, for he had not only shaped his 

company as a far-sighted engineer with pioneering ideas but 

also guided it through good times and bad as a wise 

businessman and dynamic organizer. Against the advice of 

friends and close associates, his widow, Elisabeth Happel, 

resolved to continue her husband’s life’s work for her son Otto 

who had been born in February 1948. 

1948

1960–1970

1960s: Establishment of 

numerous companies abroad. .
The increased demand for GEA plant 

and equipment plus the growing 

demand for local production led to 

the establishment in the 1960s of 

numerous companies abroad. 
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OUR HISTORY

1975: Dr. Otto Happel jun. 

takes over the management. 
After more than 25 years at the 

helm, Elisabeth Happel handed 

over the management of the 

company for health reasons to 

her son. 

1975

1980s: Reorganization and further acquisitions.
Reorganization by departments, divisions and regions with a 

central management company, “GEA GmbH”, at the top. 

1980
– 1989

1989

1989: Going public. 
GEA presented itself to the 

public as a “global and broadly 

diversified supplier of 

machines, systems and 

components in the field of 

energy, environmental and 

process engineering”. 
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OUR HISTORY

1990s: Further acquisitions 

in Europe. 

1990

1999: MG / GEA - the takeover. 
In April 1999, GEA was acquired by 

mg technologies AG (the successor of 

Metallgesellschaft). 

1999

2005

2005: Renaming and 

further acquisitions 

2010: Reorganization of the 

group. 
Reorganization of GEA's 9 

Divisions into technologically 

distinct Segments. The largest 

segment is the Heat Exchangers 

Segment (HX). 

2010
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OUR HISTORY

June 2013: 

GEA announced to sell the HX 

Segment. 

The board of GEA Group 

announced their decision to sell 

the Heat Exchangers Segment 

(HX). 

06/2013

October 2014: 

In October, GEA Group concludes the 

agreement on the sale of the Heat 

Exchangers Segment to Triton. 

10/2014

2015With the new name, the 
former GEA Heat Exchangers has 
been formally split from the GEA 
Group and is writing its own 
history as Kelvion.

The name Kelvion pays 
homage to Lord Kelvin (1824 
- 1907). Lord Kelvin 
formulated the laws of 
thermodynamics and 
absolute units of temperature 
are stated in kelvin, in his 
honour. 



S

I

R

C

A

H

Kelvion Global Footprint

Global production footprint

No. Production sites

Global sales and services

No. Sales and Services entities

and partners

32

11
11

81

3121

9

85
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Kelvion Fareham History

1921
The Searle 

Radiator 

Company

2014
Triton

2008
GEA Group

2002
International 

Cooling Group 

Ltd

2001
Dow Chemicals

1996
Ascot Holdings 

Plc

1981
Suter 

Environmental 

Group

1979
Prestcold Ltd

1959
Searle 

Manufacturing 

Company Ltd

1953
Bush 

Refrigeration

1940
Searle 

Radiator & 

Refrigeration Ltd

2015
Kelvion
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Kelvion Fareham

• One of the most diverse 
manufacturing sites within Kelvion

• Commercial air coolers (evaporators)

• Customised air coolers (evaporators)

• Dry air coolers / Radiators

• Air cooled condensers

• Transcritical gas coolers

• Condensing units & systems



S

I

R

C

A

H

Air coolers 
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Condenser/dry cooler/gas cooler
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Market demands

• Certainty in operation

• Clear CAPEX, OPEX & TCO

• Reliability and longevity
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• Reduced product failures

• Known operational limits

• Optimised material usage

Testing – in house
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Testing – In partnership with 
Academia

• Fundamental research

• External validation

• New and emerging technologies
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Testing – on site

• On site / in application testing
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Industry engagement


